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To  the  Learned  and  Profound 

Dr.  MEAGRE. 

SIR, 

Reflect  with  Plea- 
fure  on  your  un¬ 
wearied  Endea¬ 
vours  to  detect 
the  Impofture  of 
the  Woman  of 
Godliman ,  and  can¬ 
not  enough  admire  the  Rhetorick 
you  wafted,  and  the  Time  and 
Courtfhip  you  loft  upon  the  pro¬ 
fligate  Mary  Toft :  Neither  ought 
your  Condelcenlion  to  be  forgot,  if 
it  be  true,  that  you  try’d  to  kils,  tic¬ 
kle  and  cajole  her  out  of  the  ConfeR 

B  2  fion 


7)  EPIC  AT  ION. 

lion  fhe  afterwards  made.  Thefe 
and  other  weighty  Confiderations 
icon  determined  me  to  choofe  a 
Man  of.  your  known  Penetration 
and  Sagacity  for  my  Patron.  Nei¬ 
ther  did  1  regard  the  Perfualrons 
of  feme  of  my  Friends,  who  ad¬ 
vis’d  me  to  dedicate  to  the  Soo- 
terkin  Doctor,  or  to  the  Sage  Gref- 
fhamite.  And  here  I  can’t  help  con¬ 
gratulating  with  you  on  the  Difco- 
very  of  this  wonderful  Cheat,  and 
on  the  Succefs  of  your  no  lefs  won¬ 
derful  Pill ;  and  though  fome  Pec 
pie  that  are  not  thoroughly  con¬ 
vinc’d  of  the  Importance  of  your 
medicinal  Merit,  may,  upon  this 
critical  Gccafion,  call  the  Energy 
and  Efficacy  of  your  Pill  in  Quefti- 
on ;  yet  for  my  Part  I  rejoyce  with 
you,  to  think  what  a  fair  Opportu¬ 
nity  you  now  have,  of  convincing 
the  World  of  the  fpeeifick  Harmleis- 
nefs  of  the  Tittule ,  and  of  expatiating 
upon  the  itupendious  Effedts  it  boafts 


VEVICATION. 

of:  Norfhall  my  Endeavours  be  want¬ 
ing,  if  requir’d,  to  do  any  Pills  or  Pac¬ 
kets  of  yours  the  juftice  they  deferve. 

And  notwithstanding  it  may  feem  to 
fome  prejudiced  Perlons  to  favour  of 
Quackery  in  a  Licentiate  of  the  Col¬ 
lege,  to  make  a  Nojlrum  of  a  com¬ 
mon  mercurial  Pill ;  yet  it  may  not 
be  impoffible  to  find  out  fome  Ex¬ 
amples  at  leaf!  in  our  Profeflion,  to 
keep  your  Modefty  in  Countenance 
upon  that  Head  :  I  am  forry  to  fay 
that  I  have  my  felf  met  with  an  El¬ 
der  in  Surgery,  every  whit  as  emi-  * 
nent  in  the  venereal  Practice  as  your 
felf,  though  lets  Earn’d,  contending 
for  the  Merit  of  his  furprizing  Knack 
of  making  Wax-Candles ;  and  I’m 
fure  you  cannot  value  your  felf  more 
upon  being  a  Pedagogue  and  a  Pill- 
maker,  than  he  does  upon  his  being 
a  manual  Operator  and  Candle-dip- 

£er--  . 

Neither  do  I  think  it  any  more 
inconfiftent  for  a  Doctor  to  have  been 
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an  Ufher  of  a  School,  than  for  a 
Dancing-Mafter  to  be  an  Anatomift, 
or  a  Surgeon  to  turn  Wax-Chandler. 
1  know  you’ll  excufe  this  Digrefiion, 
when  you  confider  ’tis  meant  in  Be¬ 
half  of  your  Fill,  and  in  Reverence 
to  your  lingular  Parts  and  peculiar 
Endowments ;  and  therefore  I  fhall 
not  any  longer  chocque  you  with 
the  Praiie  either  of  your  Pill  or  your 
Perfon,  but  with  fuitable  Piumility, 
I  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  my  felf 

Tour  Constant  Admirer , 


T.  B. 


P  RE- 


PREFACE. 


T's  well  known  that 
the  Town  has  lately 
leen  amufed  with  idle 
Relations  by  the  Gul¬ 
livers,  St.  Andres  and 
Howards  of  the  Age  ;  and  it  is  as 
certain  that  thcfe  Amufements  have 
been  carried  on  in  their  refpeaive 
Capacities ,  of  Surgeons,  Captains,  Tdan* 
cing-Maflers,  Anatomifls,  Men-mid- 
wives,  Warr  oners,  Coney -Catchers , 
See.  and  they  don’t  flick  to  tell  us  that 
there  are  Men  of  the  Size  of  one  s 
little  Finger,  and  others  Sixty  Foot 
high,  and  that  there  are  Flying  jf lands 
and  Rational  Horfes  %  that  Human 
Excrements  may  be  reduced  to  their  pri¬ 
mitive 


PREFACE. 

mitive  Ingredients ,  or  at  leaf 1  may  he 
changed  into  T  0  RR  AC RO  US 
Matter ,  and  that  Mary  Toft  of 
Godliman  has  been  delivered  of  Se¬ 
venteen  Rabbets  ;  and  that  mtvoith- 
flandmg  the  Fraud  is  detected,  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  Delivery  of  the  Eighteenth 
will  be  foon  publiJFd.  When  I  re¬ 
fled  upon  this  flrange  Gallimatias,  I 
am  chagrin  d  to  think  that  the  valu¬ 
able  Arts  of  Surgery  and  Anatomy 
mujl  necefarily  be  brought  mo  Con¬ 
tempt  by  fuch  monftrous  Relations. 
'I  his  Crnfi deration  has  induced  me  to 
lay  open  fome  of  the  gr of s  lmpoftion.'} 
as  jar  as  they  relate  to  the  Drofefjlon  \ 
and  as  fame  of  thefe  Accounts  are  not 
only  jalje ,  hut  even  bordering  on  Farce , 
I  am  inclined  to  treat  them  in  the 
Manner  J  think  they 


REMARKS,  &c. 

W  Hate  vet  may  be  the  Fate  of 
the  Author  of  the  Narrative , 
I  think  my  felf  oblig'd,  for 
the  Sake  of  the  Truth,  not  only  to  de- 
ted:  the  Fads  he  has  fo  gravely  aflerced, 
but  alfo  to  help  him  in  his  intended  Re¬ 
cantation  in  the  bed  Manner  lam  able; 
and  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on 
my  Side,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  point  out 
to  him  feme  of  the  abfurd  Paflages 
of  the  Narrative ,  in  the  fame  Or¬ 
der  and  Light  as  they  have  occurred 
to  me ;  and  that  his  Recantation  may 
be  the  more  fmcere  and  com  pleat,  and 
for  Fear  he  fhou’d  be  too  partial  to 
himfelf,  (  as  Authors  generally  are)  1 
have  carefully  avoided  Flattery  ;  and  on 
the  other  Hand,  have  endeavoured  to 
give  him  my  Remarks,  in  fuch  a  Man¬ 
ner  as  may  be  moft  ufeful  to  him  in  his 
Defign  of  diferediting  Mary  Toft’s  Con- 

B  feffion. 
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feffion,  and  of  making  his  own  Skill 
and  Innocence  the  more  plainly  appear. 
And  here  I  can  t  help  taking  Notice* 
that  our  Author,  feeming  to  forcfee  the 
Occaflon  there  might  be  for  a  Recanta¬ 
tion,  and  being  confciotis  to  himfelf  of 
the  manifeft  Abfurdity  of  his  Relation 
at  the  very  Time  he  wrote  it,  affures 
us  in  the  very  firil  Page,  €€  That  Mr. 
a  Howard^  his  Colleague,  intended 
“  Ihortly  to  publifh  the  whole  Account, 
“  and  prove  every  Circumftance  of 
u  it,  by  fuch  Evidences  as  will  pur 
*€  this  Matter  out  of  all  Foffibility  of 
u  doubt/7  Happy  had  it  been  for  St. 
Andre  and  his  Coadjutor  Howard ,  if 
they  had  not  heard  of  die  ‘Depojitions 
from  Surry j  and  thole  of  the  Porter  at 
the  Bagnio  and  of  their  Patient  Mary 
Toft .  “  But  furely  it  cannot  be  doubt- 
“  ed,  but  chat  all  Pcrfons  that  are  not 
€i  governed  by  Prejudice,  in  Favour  of 
u  the  Author  of  the  Narrative ,  or  fo me 
*•  worfe  Motive,  will  fufpend  their  Be* 
€€'  lief  of  any  Thing  this  Author  has  ah 
<s  ready  affected,  or  is  like  to  affert  on 
a  this  or  any  other  Subjedt,  'till  Fads 
46  come  to  their  Knowledge  by  a  more 
44  certain  Way  than  by  fuch  flying  Re- 
;  ports  and  abfittd  Conjedtures.  Z 
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I  chofe  to  make  ufe  of  his  own 
Words  to  prevent  Miftakes;  and  can’t 
help  taking  Notice,  with  what  Warmth 
he  fees  out  with  the  Panegyric  of  his 
Brother  Howard,  and  tells  us  of  his 
known  Probity,  Character  and  Capa¬ 
city;  and  adds  farther,  that  he  has 
praedisd  Midwifery  for  above  Thirty 
Years.  Now,  furely,  if  Brother  How¬ 
ard  has  any  Gratitude  left,  he  will  not 
be  behind-hand  with  the  Narrative  Wri¬ 
ter  in  Complement,  but  mud  at  lead 
fay  as  much  of  his  Brother-Warrenefs 
known  Probity,  Character,  and  Capa¬ 
city,  oje.  efpeciaUy  at  this  Time,  when 
perhaps  all  that  he  can  fay  to  that  Pur- 
pofe,  will  be  little  enough. 

But  to  return.  The  Author  of  the 
Narrative  goes  on  to  confirm  his  Ac¬ 
counts  by  two  Letters  from  his  Brother 
Howard, ,  the  firft  dated  the  6th  of 
November ;  the  Subfiance  of  which  is, 

That  he  had  delivered  the  Woman  of 
<c  three  more  Rabbits,  that  the  lad  of 
them  had  leap’d  in  her  Belly  for  the 
Space  of  eighteen  Hours  before  it 
"  died,  and  that  the  Moment  :z  was 
taken  away,  another  was  perceiv’d 
to  druggie  for  Birth.  ”  A  lively  In- 
dance  of  the  Probity  of  Howard,  and 
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of  the  Readinefs  of  his  Afiociate  to  be¬ 
lieve  him  l  But  we  iliail  foou  fee  how 
thefe  worthy  Operators,  like  their  Rab- 
bets >  jump'd  together  both  in  their  Opi¬ 
nions  and  Operations.  But  more  of  this 
after  quoting  the  fecond  Letter*  which 
is  as  follows,  viz. 
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CI'NGEI  wrote  to  you,  I  have 
^  taken  or  deliver’d  the  poor  Wo¬ 
man  of  three  more  Rabbets,  all  three 
half  grown,  one  of  them  a  dunn  Rab¬ 
bet  ;  thelaft  leap  d  twenty  three  Hours 
in  the  Uterushtfoto  it  dyVl,  As  foon 
as  the  eleventh  Rabbet  was  taken  a- 
way,  up  leaped  the  twelfth  Rabbet, 
which  is  now  leaping.  If  you  have 
any  curious  Perfon  that  is  pleafed  to 
come  Poft,  may  fee  another  leap  in 
her  Uterus y  and  fliall  take  it  from  her 
if  he  pleafes ;  which  will  be  a  great 
Satisfaction  to  the  Curious.  If  fhe  had 
been  with  Child,  fee  has  but  ten  Days 
more  to  go,  fo  I  do  not  know  how 
many  Rabbets  may  be  behind.  I  havd 
brought  the  Woman  to  Guilford  foe 
better  Convenience.,, 

^  lamfSIR, 

Tour  humble  Servant, 

John  Howard, 


(  r3  ) 

Upon  the  Credit  of  thefe  two  kige- 
nious  Letters,  that  appear  to  have  nei¬ 
ther  Sente  nor  Enghjh  in  them,  and  that 
carry  fufpicious  Marks  almoft  in  every 
Line,  our  c^bx^iQ^Anatomiji  hyes  down 
to  his  Brother  Howard  at  Guilford ;  and 
to  palliate  the  Matter,  prevails  on  a 
worthy  Gentleman  to  bear  him  Com¬ 
pany;  and  there  finds  the  Coney-breed¬ 
er  (as  he  fays)  adually  in  Labour  of 
the  Fifteenth  Rabbet ;  and  after  due 
Examination  and  patient  Waiting  for 
Labour-pains,  he  tells  us  a  he  DELIVE¬ 
RED  her  of  the  entire  Trunk,  ftripp’d 
of  its  Skin,  of  a  Rabbet  of  about  Four 
Months  Growth,  in  which  the  Heart 
and  Lungs  were  contained,  with  the 
\ Diaphragm ,  entire’’  He  tells  us  further^ 
of  his  cutting  off  a  Piece  of  them,  and 
of  his  his  trying  of  them  in  Water.  A 
fine  Opportunity  of  fhewing  his  Pro¬ 
bity  if  he  had  been  fo  difpofed  !  And 
then  he  goes  on  to  fay,  that  the  Lungs 
fcenfd  but  juft  fpecifically  lighter  than 
Water,  and  that  upon  prefling  them  to 
the  Bottom  they  rofe  again,  but  very 
flowly. 

Now  it  is  plain  to>  the  Experience  of 
every  Body  qonverfant  in  thefe  Enqui¬ 
ries, 
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ties,  that  the  Lungs  of  all  Foetus  Ani¬ 
mals  that,  have  not  breathed  fink  in 
Water;  and  that?  if  ever  an  Animal  has 
breath’d,  the*  never  fo  fmall  an  Inftant, 
their  Lungs  as  conflantly  fwim,  and 
are  as  light  or  lighter  than  Cork : 
Whereas  our  Anatomift  is  with  much 
ado  brought  to  own  that  chefe  Lungs 
were  lighter  than  Water,  and  that 
they  rofe  ‘from  the  Bottom  but  with 
Difficulty.  A  plain  Proof  that  thefe 
Lungs  belong’d  not  to  a  Fetus  that 
died  before  the  Birth,  but  to  one  that 
had  breath’d  ;  and  of  our  Author’s  A-  , 
verfion  to  own  it ;  and  fare  if  he  had  ' 
not  a  Defign  to  glofs  over  this  Matter, 
he  would  not  have  infinuated  that  thefe 
Lungs  differ’d  from  the  Lungs  of  Rab¬ 
bets  that  had  liv’d  and  breath’d  fomo 
time. 

The  next  Thing  he  mentions,  is  the 
Largenefs  of  the  Heart,  and  that  the 
Foramen  Ovale  was  entirely  open.  This  , 
puts  me  in  Mind  of  the  Parts  of  the 
Rabbets  that  I  took  out  of  the  Opera¬ 
tor’s  Coney-Basket  at  the  Bagnio,  where 
I  found  a  Hole  forced  thro’  the  Verge 
of  the  Foramen  Ovale  in  two  of  the 
'  mangled  Trunks  that,  to  ufe  his  Phrafe, 
he  exhibited  at  the  Bagnio,  to  confirm 
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die  Truth  of  the  extraordinary  Delive¬ 
ry,  even  at  the  very  Time  the  Dete¬ 
ction  of  the  Fraud  was  depending :  A 
fingular  Initance  both  of  his  Probity 
and  Modefty ! 

He  then  goes  on  to  fhew  his  Skill  in 
Comparative  Anatomy*  and  afferts,  that 
<c  thefe  Lungs  were  remarkably  fmaller 
u  and  of  a  much  darker  Colour  than 
€c  commonly  the  Lungs  of  fuch  Rab- 
“  bets  which  have  breath  d  for  feme 
“  Time.  In  order  to  explain  thefe 
Difficulties  in  his  Recantation,  I  would 
advife  him  to  own  fairly  that  he  is  ut¬ 
terly  ignorant  of  the  Size  of  Rabbets 
Lungs,  or  that  he  knew  very  well  that 
thefe  were  Parts  of  natural  Pvabbecs  that 
had  lived  and  breath’d;  but  that  he 
thought  fit  to  colour  the  Cheat*  and  to 
reprelent  them  otherwife. 

Next  comes  a  material  Aflertion  in¬ 
deed,  viz.  “  No  Perfon  but  my  felf 
“  touch’d  her  from  the  firft  Time  that 

I  had  examin'd  her,  to  the  Time  of 
<c  her  being  delivered  by  me ;  ”  and  con- 
fequentiy,  we  rriuft  be  apt  to  think 
that  no  Body  could  convey  the  Pieces 
of  Rabbets  into  the  V agina  without  his 
Privity.  This  Fafiage  I  think  it  beho¬ 
ves  our  Author  to  clear  up  well  in  his 
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Recantation,  otherwife  the  cenforious 
World  will  be  apt  to  have  Recourfe  to 
the  Depofitions  of  Mary  Toft%  to  let 
this  Matter  in  its  true  Light. 

But  he  is  fomewhat  beholden  to  his 
Friend  Sir  Richard  Maningham ,  who 
tells  us  in  the  10th  Page  of  his  "Diary , 
that  St.  Andre  in  Bifcourfe  with  him 
*  at  Guilford \  added,  u  That  had  he  not 
t tffhsC:,  bf  delivered  the  Woman  of 

Part  of  a  Raoffet  from  the  very  Uterus 
^  itfelf,  the  Circumfiancc  of  the  Piece 
4C  ofTIog  s-Bladder  would  have  indu- 
“  c#d  him  to  fufped:  the  Fraud  as  well 
46  a\*Sir  Richard  \\imf£\f.  And  again  in 
t.ifr  17th  Page  of  the  fa  id  Diary  ,  Sir 
due  hard  tells  us,  u  that  St.  Andre  was 
“  convinc'd  that  he  he  had  taken  a 
“  Rabbet  from  the  Uterus . 

He  then  proceeds  to  a  fccond  Exa¬ 
mination  of  the  Woman,  and  fays,  u  he 
found  that  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Fallo¬ 
pian  Tubes  there  were  feme  Inequali¬ 
ties,  but  more  fenfibly  on  the  right 
Side  of  her  Belly.”  If  our  Author  had 
been  feeling  the  Cornua  Uteri  of  a 
pregnant  Doe-Rabbit,  or  of  fame  other 
parturient  Animal,  he  might  poflibly 
have  felt  the  Inequalities  he  mentions ; 
but  lure  he  is  the  firft  Man  that  ever 
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felt  Inequalities  in  the  Fallopian  Tubes 
of  a  Woman  thro’  the  out  fide  of  her  Bel¬ 
ly.  He  then  favours  us  with  his  Conjec¬ 
tures  that  the  Rabbets  were  bred  in  thole 
fame  Fallopian  Tubes  ;  and  his  Zeal  for 
the  Credibility  of  this  Impofture,  car¬ 
ries  him  fo  far  as  to  account  for  the  Wo¬ 
man's  Agitations  and  for  the  preten¬ 
ded  Exclufion  ;  and  to  fhew  us  his 
Skill  in  Midwifery,  he  tells  us,  there  was 
no  Blood  nor  Water  ifliied  from  the 
Vagina ;  a  likely  Sign  of  a  Delivery! 
when  every  old  Woman  knows  there 
never  was  a  Delivery  without  both. 
He  then  talks  of  Milk  in  one  Bread, 
and  yellowifli  Serum  in  the  other ; 
and  without  flaying  for  the  Remainder 
of  the  Rabbet,  our  Author  leaves 
the  Woman  to  be  delivered  of  the 
lower  Part  of  a  Male-Rabbet  by  the 
Nurfe ;  and  in  order  to  account  tho- 
rowly  for  thisabfurd  Labour,  he  fays,  he 
found  it  to  tally  with  the  Trunk,  which 
he  had  before  extradited.  He, then  tells  us 
he  found  five  or  fix  Pellets  in  the  Rec¬ 
tum  of  this  Animal,  much  of  the  fame 
Colour  and  Confidence  as  the  common 
Dung  of  a  Rabbet  ;  the  like  he  fays 
was  obferved  of  thofe  Rabbets  which 
had  come  away  before.  'Tis  a  little 

C  ilrange 
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ftrange  that  tltefe  Rabbets  fliould  have 
Pellets  in  their  Dung  if  they  had  ngver 
fed;  What  Pity  it  is,  our  Narrative* 
Writer  fliould  have  fo  little  Skill  in  A- 
natomy,  or  fo  bad  a  Memory,  but  on 
he  goes,  and  tells  us  not  with  (landing , 
that  there  was  a  dirty- colour’d  Mucus, 
of  the  Nature  of  that  conftantly  found 
in  the  Bowels  of  all  Foetus  Animals,  be- 
ikies  the  Pellets  of  Dung,  in  which  Mr. 
Ahlers  afterwards  found  fin  ail  Bits  of 
Hay,  Straw,  and  Corn ;  and  then  he 
would  have  us  believe,  that  he  found  a 
very  (lender  brittle  white  Body,  which 
in  Shape  was  like  very  fmall  Fifh  Bones : 
which  I  would  earneftly  advife  our  Au¬ 
thor  to  pick  very  clean  in  his  Recanta¬ 
tion,  that  the  Town  may  dige.fl  his 
A7  arrative  the  better.  The  next  Para¬ 
graph  is  too  remarkable  not  to  quote 
entire. 

“  Between  fix  and  feven  the  fame  E« 
u  veiling  we  again  vifited  her ;  we  had 
u  not  been  there  long,  before  flic  fell 
u  into  violent  Labour-Pains,  infomuch 
u  that  four  or  five  Perfons  coifid  hardly 
confine  her  to  an  Arm-Chair:  As  fooa 
as  the  Violence  of  the  firft  Pain  was 
**  iomewhat  abated,  I  examined  her  as 
ic  before,  $nd  found  the  Vagina 


perfectly 
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<c  clear;  and  the  Orifice  of  the  Uterus 
“  fo  far  doled,  as  not  to  admit  of  the 
<c  little  Finger.  Iconftantly  flood  be* 

<c  fore  her,  nor  did  any  Perfon  whatio- 
a  ever  touch  her,  during  that  1  inie. 

“  After  three  or  four  very  flrong  Pains, 
u  that  lafted  feveral  Minutes,  I  deli- 
u  vered  her  of  the  Skin  of  the  above- 
“  faid  Rabbet,  rolled  and  fqueezed  up 
“  like  a  Ball,  without  the  leaft  Moil- 
<c  ture  or  Blood  about  it;  upon  which 
u  flie  recover’d  of  her  Pain. 

“  From  that  Time  I  did  not  dir  from 
“  before  her;  nor  did  I  withdraw  my 

Hand,  but  to  deliver  the  Skin  to  a 
u  Stander-by. 

How  our  Author  will  reconcile  his 
not  fiirring  from  her,  nor  withdrawing 
his  Hand,  but  to  deliver  the  Skin  to  a 
Stander-by,  withthe  Innocence  he  pro- 
fefles  in  the  Advertifement  of  his  in¬ 
tended  Recantation,  which  I  have  fob- 
joyn’d,  is  as  difficult  for  me  to  imagine, 
as  not  to  believe  what  Mary  Tojt  has 

declared  on  that  Head. 

And  now,  to  crown  the  Work,  he  a- 
gain  delivers  her  of  the  Head  of  a  Rab¬ 
bet  with  the  Furr  on  ;  nlfo  without 
Blood  or  Moijhire ;  nay,  we  don’t  fo 
much  as  hear  of  Butter  or  Pomatum  to 

C  2  feci- 
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facilitate  the  Labour,  and  make  the 
Trick  more  glib. 

Now  to  recapitulate.  We  find  St.  An¬ 
dre  delivers  her  fird  of  the  Trunk,  then 
die  Nurfe  delivers  her  of  the  lower  Part 
of  a  Male  Rabbet ;  he  in  his  Turn  takes 
out*  the  Skin,’  roiled  and  fqueezed  up 
like  a  Ball,  (a  pretty  Conveyance)  and 
lad  of  all  comes  the  Plead  with  the  Furr 
on  ;  wherein  I  afterwards  obferv’d  at 
the  Bagnio,  that  the  Cartilages  that  co¬ 
ver  the  Precedes  of  the  Occiput ,  were 
notch'd  with  fomefiiarp  Indrument;  and 
indeed  to  do  the  Operator  Judice, 
(whoever  he  was)  the  Head  feemed  to 
be  dextcroully  feparated  ;  and  1  very 
much  cjuedion,  whether  Mary  Toft ,  e- 
yen  with  Howards  Abidance,  could 
have  done  it  fo  well. 

And  here  I  can  t  help  declaring  my 
Adonifhment,  to  think  that  our  Ana- 
tomift  could  poffibly  overlook  the  ma¬ 
ny  Incifions  and  Lacerations,  both  of 
the  Abdominal  and  other  Mufcles  of  the 
mangled  Fragments  that  were  pretend¬ 
ed  to  be  deliver’d  from  the  Uterus  of 
Mary  Toft ,  which  I  obferv’d  at  the 
Bagnio  i  and  befides  took  Notice, 
that  the  Feet  of  aimed  all  the  Rabbets 
were  cut  off  to  prevent  fcratching:  So 
careful  were  feme  of  the  Coney-catch¬ 
ers 
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ers  of  hurting  the  poor  innocent  Rabbet- 
breeder. 

Then  to  lhe\v  us  that  he  was  aware 
of  more  Rabbets,  he  tells  us,  u  That  at 
“  Parting  he  found  thole  Lumps,  which 
<c  ftill  were  in  the  fame  Place  as  before 
a  mentioned  ;  *  Another  Difficulty  to 
reconcile  with  his  Innocence !  And  now 
he  comes  to  his  fhatn  Monfter,  which 
he  fays,  did  not  appear  to  be  a  perfect 
Rabbet  in  all  its  Parts,  three  of  the  Feet 
being  like  the  Paws  of  a  Cat,  the  Sto¬ 
mach  and  Inteftines  like  thcfe  Parts 
in  the  fame  Animal,  as  alfo  the  Shape 
u  and  Figure  of  the  Thorax,  the  Lungs 
u  and  Heart  of  which,  he  fays,  were 
entirely  out  of  their  natural  Sima- 
<c  tion,  and  fqueezed  out  between  the 
upper  Ribs  and  Vertebra  of  the 
cc  Neck,  to  which  Part  our  Anatomifl 
<c  fays  they  ftrongly  grew  and  adhe- 
<c  red.  ”  I  luckily  had  an  Opportu¬ 
nity  of  detecting  this  particular  Fraud 
my  felf ;  for  whilft  our  Operator  was 
Hie  wing  his  Monfter  laft  Thurfday 
Sennight  in  the  Dining-room  of  the 
Bagnio,  in  the  Prelence  of  Dr,  Stewart 
and  Mr.  Geekie ,  jun.  the  Surgeon,  and 
Mr.  Barnivelt  the  Apothecary,  and 
feveral  other  Gentlemen,  1  convinc’d 

thofe 
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thofe  Gentlemen,  and  I  believe  the 
Monfter-monger  hlmfelf,  that  there  was 
no  Adhefion  of  the  Heart  and  Lungs 
to  the  Fertebrre  of  the  Neck  and  upper 
Ribs,  as  he  afTerted  ;  but  rather,  that 
feme  ingenious  Perfon,  a  Well-wifher 
to  the  Cheat,  had  reverfed  the  Heart 
and  Lungs,  and  Squeezed  them  out  of 
their  natural  Cavity,  in  order  to  make 
a  pretended  Monfter ;  and  in  the  Pre- 
fence  of  thefe  Gentlemen  1  return'd  the 
Parts  to  their  natural  Situation  before 
our  Author’s  Face,  tho  he  was  pleafed 
to  fay  I  could  not.  But  Mr.  St.  Andre , 
more  loth  to  own  the  Truth  than  feern 
to  agree  with  his  hearted  Innocence, 
would  ftill  cavil,  and  pretended  that 
the  Blood -Veiiels  were  not  rightly  dii- 
pofed,  'till  I  fhewed  the  contrary  both 
to  himfeif  and  to  the  other  Gentlemen, 
jurt  after  he  had  opened  the  Thorax 3 
by  cutting  thro1’  the  Sternum:  And  up¬ 
on  asking  for  the  Head  of  this  Mo  after, 
lie  fhewed  me  the  Skull  of  a  Rabbet; 
which,  he  laid,  his  Brother  Howard 
a  (lured  him  belonged  to  the  Trunk  of 
the  Cat  I  had  before  examined,  A  pro¬ 
per  Evidence  for  that  Purpofe  1  In  order 
to  make  this  Import  ore  appear  the  more 
piaufible,  I  fuppofe  feme  of  the  ingeni¬ 
ous 
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ous  Perfons  that  were  at  the  Bottom  of 
the  Cheat,  had  cut  a  Cat  to  Pieces  in 
like  Manner  with  the  Rabbets,  and  with¬ 
al  to  make  the  Delivery  appear  the  more 
extraordinary. 

After  a  tedious  Detail  of  our  Au¬ 
thor’s  Difledtions  of  the  Rabbets,  he 
tells  us,  “  that  thos  thefe  Animals  were 
u  exactly  like  thofe  that  undergo  the 
“  Changes  that  happen  to  Adult  Ani- 
c<  mals  by  Food  and  Air,  yet  they  car- 
“  ried  with  them  the  flrongeft  Marks 
u  of  Fcetus  sy  even  by  fuch  Parts  as 
u  cannot  exiit  in  an  Adult ,  and  with- 
Ci  out  which  a  Foetus  cannot  poffibly  be 
u  fuppofed  to  live”;  and  yet  he  has  be¬ 
fore  averted  in  Page  the  17th  and  xSth 
u  of  his  Narrative ,  44  That  he  could 
“  not  difcover  in  any  of  the  Livers  he 
<c  examined,  the  cDuFtus  Venofus,  nor 
u  the  Implantation  of  the  Umbelical 
“  Vein";  without  which  cDu£ls  its  im¬ 
portable  for  a  Fatus  to  exift  a  Moment, 
and  indeed  it  is  equally  impoffible  for 
a  Foetus  to  be  form’d  without  them. 
If  our  Author  can  make  thefe  Things 
tally  with  Skill  in  Anatomy  and  Inno¬ 
cence,  for  my  Part  I  ihall  be  willing  to 
believe  the  Narrative  without  the  help 
of  a  Recantation  to  explain  it.  But  to  t 
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go  on  with  the  Show,  he  farther  en¬ 
deavours  to  prove,  in.  the  ftrongeft 
Terms  poffible,  that  diefe  Animals 
Were  of  a  particular  Kind,  and  not  bred 
in  a  natural  Way  ;  and  I  wilh,  for  the 
Credit  of  thele  two  clever  Operators, 
that  they  don’t  prove  to  be  of  as  parti¬ 
cular  a  Kind  themfelves  when  Mary 
Toft's  Confejjion  appears* 

There's  another  Paflage  1  cannot  pafs 
by ;  where  he  fays,  “  That  there  will 
<r'  be  no  Doubt  remaining  of  what  he 
£S  has  been  before  averting,  even  with 
u  the  lead  knowing  in  diefe  Matters, 
when  thofe  Parts  which  are  fubfer- 
u  vient  to  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood 
u  and  Nourifiiment,  between  an  Adult 
u  Creature  and  its  Foetus ,  are  brought 
u  away;  which  1  am  fully  fatisfy’d, 
cfi  fays  he,  muft  lliortly  happen,  or  if  re- 
sc  tained,  be  the  Caufe  of  this  Womans 
i£  Death/’  An  ugly  Conjecture !  If  the 
Fraud  had  not  been  detected,  who 
knows  hut  the  Perfons  that  are  laid  to 
have  poifond  the  Anatomifl,  might 
have  bellow  d  a  Caft  of  their  Office  on 
poor  innocent  Mary  7 oft  ? 

He  then  proceeds  to  inform  us,  that 
all  diefe  Fads  were  verify  *d  before  his 
Majefty  on  Saturday  the  26th  of  No- 

vem- 
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member,  by  the  Anatomical  Demondra- 
tion  of  the  Fird,  Third,  Fifth  and 
Ninth  of  thefe  Animals  ;  which  he  fays 
were  compared  with  the  Parts  of  two 
natural  Rabbets,  the  one  of  the  Age  of 
four  Months,  and  the  other  of  five 
Days,  Dr.  Steigerthal  and  Dr.  Tefjier 
being  prefent.  How  true  this  Verifica¬ 
tion  was,  thofe  gentlemen  are  bed  able  to 
tell  us,  and  I  hope  they’ll  take  a  proper 
Time  to  do  it,  to  the  Edification  of  his 
Majedy’s  Anatomid,  and  to  the  Ho¬ 
nour  of  his  Recantation.  But  here  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  confult  Mr. 
Abler  s  T  offer  ip  t,  viz. 

iC  IV/f  Onlieur  St.  Andre  having  afler- 
ted  in  his  Narrative  ( pag.  20.) 
<e  that  all  the  Facds,  as  by  him  there  re- 
lated,  were  verified  before  his  Majef- 
<c  ty  o n  Saturday )  Nov.  z6.  Dt.  Steiger* 
“  that  and  Dr.  leiffer  being  prefent,  1 
u  was  defired  by  Dr.  Steigerthal ,  to  in- 
u  form  the  Publick  in  his  Name,  that 
fiC  he  all  along  fufpedfed  this  whole  Af- 
<c  fair  to  be  a  Fraud  and  Impodure  ;  and 
“  was  far  from  thinking  the  compara- 
u  rive  Anatomy,  which  is  there  men- 
u  tion'd  by  Mr.  St.  Andie,  any  ways  fa- 
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u  tisfadorv  to  verifie  his  Aflertions, 
CYRIACUS  A  FILERS. 
Decemb.  8.  172.6. 

After  this,  our  Author  tells  us,  “  that 
with  ali  convenient  Speed  he  will 
€C  publifh  the  Anatomy  of  thefe  praeter- 
“  natural  Rabbets,  with  their  Figures 
u  taken  from  the  Life,  and  compared 

44  with  the  Parts  of  Rabbets  of  the  fame 
Growth,  that  the  Differences  before- 

45  mentioned  may  be  fully  underftood* 
But  1  hope  I  have  in  feme  Meafure  la¬ 
ved  him  the  Trouble  ;  and  that  the  Pub- 
lick  will  very  readily  excufe  his  delay¬ 
ing  thefe  Prints,  till  his  Account  of  the 
Delivery  of  the  1 8 th  Rabbet  is  ready  to 
come  out.  Our  Author,  Hill  intent  up¬ 
on  his  Comparative  Anatomy,  and  not 
confideriiig  how  he  has  embarrafled  his 
Recantation,  goes  on  to  acquaint  us  of 
the  Difference  he  found  between  two 
common  Rabbets,  that  he  fays  he  dif¬ 
fered  before  Mr.  Molyneux ,  and  thole 
lie  calls  the  preternatural  ones. 

In  the  Courfeof  his  Diflediions  he  af- 
fures  us,  that  he  found  the  Lungs  of  a 
common  Rabbet  10  times  bigger  than 
the  fame  Parts  of  what  he  calls  the  pre¬ 
ternatural  one,  tho’  he  agrees  they  were 
much  of  a  Size,  that  is,  about  4  Months 

Growth. 
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'Growth.  Quaere  whether  this  Difledtor  ever 
fawa  Feet  us  Rabbet  four  Months  old  ?  He  tells 
us  too,  that  his  other  common  Rabbet  was 
barely  fifteen  Days  old  3  and  yet  he  fays  the 
Lungs  of  it  were  at  leaft  8  times  bigger  than 
the  Lungsofhis  preternatural  one,  (which  was 
about  the  Size  of  one  four  Months  old.)  Sure 
our  Author  had  his  Microfcopical  Spectacles  on 
when  he  magnified  his  Obiefts  at  this  prodi¬ 
gious  Rate  in  his  natural  Rabbets  5  and  mult 
have  been  at  a  vaft  Difiance  from  his  preter¬ 
natural  Conies,  when  they  diminifh’d  in  a 
Vice  film  a  1  Proportion.  But  for  my  Parr,  who 
only  view’d  his  preternatural  Rabbets  Lungs  at 
the  Bagnio  with  my  naked  Eye ,  I  could  difeo* 
ver  nothing  different  in  their  Sr  ru  Sure  or  Pro¬ 
portion  from  natural  Rabbets.  How  far  our 
Author’s  Optics  may  have  been  difordered,  by 
Toifon  or  too  hard  Study,  he  will  do  well  to  fee 
forth  in  his  promifed  Apology. 

Our  Author  goes  on  with  his  Microfcopical 
Obfervations  3  and  in  the  Stomach  and  Intel- 
tines,  pretends  to  obferve,  “  that  the  Diffe¬ 
rence  was  fo  notoricujly  great  from  thofe  he  had 
examined,  that  even  in  the  Sucking  Rabbet, 
(he  fays)  the  Stomach  and  Ccecum  were  at 
lead  three  times  larger  than  thofe  Parts  in  the 
preternatural  ones.”  Qu&re  whether  our  Au¬ 
thor  makes  a  proper  Allowance  for  the  Pellets 
and  Mucus  he  found  in  the  Dung  of  his  Foetus? 

I  much  wonder,  that  with  all  this  Penetra¬ 
tion  and  Sharp- fighcednefs,  he  did  net  difeover 
the  Pieces  of  Hay,  Straw,  &c .  that  Mr.  Abler s 
and  other  Gentlemen  difeovered  in  the  Feces 
of  his  Animals  3  and  it  is  as  ftrange  to  me  that 
our  Author’s  Anatomy  fhould  all  turn  one  way, 

D  a  and 


(  28  ) 

and  ftill  in  favour  of  an  Event,  that  he  faid 
himfeif  he  has  at  length  with  much  ado  found 
out  to  be  an  Impofture. 

And  that  our  Anatomift  could  take  hisRab- 

* 

bets  for  Foetus's,  when,  as  I  hinted  before,  he 
does  not  fo  much  as  pretend  to  have  difcover’d 
in  them  either  Umbilical  Vein,  or  Arteries ,  or 
Urathus ,  or  Duchts  Venofus ,  ail  which  are  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary  to  the  very  Being  of  a  Foetus ,  is 
beyond  my  Conception  ;  and  how  he  came 
to  take  no  notice  of  the  longitudinal  and  ob¬ 
lique  Incifons  in  the  abdominal  Mufcles,  and 
the  Marks  of  Violence  I  obferved  in  the  torn 
Parts  of  the  Vifcera  of  the  Abdomen,  is  equal¬ 
ly  a maiing  to  me.  But  perhaps  his  next  Bgok 
will  account  for  thefe  and  other  furprifing 
Phenomena,  that  appear’d  in  his  rnonftrous 
Foetus's. 

We  now  come  to  our  Author’s  fecond  Jour¬ 
ney  to  Guilford  on  the  izd  of  lad  Month, 
where,  after  a  frivolous  Account  of  Labour- 
pains,  &c.  he  tells  us,  that  his  Patient,  Mary 
Toft,  voided  a  piece  of  one  of  the  Membranes 
of  the  Placenta ,  rolled  up  like  Parchment  3  and 
that  when  it  was  extended,  it  meafured  about 
fix  Inches  over.  In  order  to  explain  this  Paf- 
fage,  and  farther  to  illuftrate  our  Author’s 
Probiry  and  Innocence,  I  beg  Leave  to  quote 
Sir  Richard Maninghams  Diary,  Page  the  nth 
and  1 2th. 

Cl  Mr.  John  Howard  brought  us,  wrapt  in 
u  a  Paper,  a  Fiece  of  Membrane,  which  he 
“  faid  he  had  juft  taken  from  the  Woman, 
u  and  fhew’d  it  us.  I  told  him  he  ought  to 
u  have  fen t  for  me,  that  I  might  have  taken 
1€  it  away  myfelf,  being  come  down  for  that 
u  Purpofe:  To  which  he  reply’d,  Twas  true, 

“  but 
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44  but  he  believ’d  there  was  more  to  come, 
44  which  l  Ihould  take  away  before  I  return’d 
44  to  London,  or  to  that  effect.  Upon  examin- 
44  ing  the  Membrane  whidthe  brought,  it  ap- 
44  pear’d  to  me  like  a  piece  of  Bladder,  but  he 
c<  infilled  it  was  a  part  of  the  Chorion,  and  that 
u  he  had  more  of  it  at  home.”  And  indeed 
as  Mr.  Howard  had  foretold,  Sir  Richard,  up¬ 
on  a  fecond  Vific  to  the  Patient,  found  a  Piece 
of  Membrane  in  a  very  particular  Manner, 
which  he  mentions  Page  the  13th. 

44  I  then  touch’d  her,  and  in  the  Vagina 
44  perceiv’d  with  my  Forefinger  and  Thumb 
44  fomewhat  like  a  piece  of  Skin  3  but  being 
44  willing  to  know  whether  it  come  out  of 
44  the  Uterus,  I  prefled  my  Finger  on  one  fide 
44  the  faid  piece  of  Skin  in  the  Vagina ,  to  find 
44  if  there  was  any  part  of  that  Skin  or  Mem- 
cc  brane  yet  remaining  within  the  Uterus,  but 
44  perceiving  the  Os  Uteri  clofe,  as  before,  and 
11  in  the  fame  Form  at  I  left  it  lafl,  I  prefent- 
‘4  ly  took  out  what  lay  in  the  Vagina ,  and  up- 
44  on  examining  it,  confefs  I  was  much  fur- 
44  priz’d,  it  appearing  to  me  fo  like  a  Piece  of 
44  Hog’s  Bladder,  that  I  was  not  able  to  form 
tc  any  other  Judgment  of  it,  as  I  then  told  Mr. 
<c  Howard,  Mr.  St  Andre,  Mr.  Limborch  and 
41  all  that  were  there  prefent,  alluring  them 
44  that  it  was  my  Opinion  that  Membrane  ne- 
14  ver  came  out  of  the  Uterus. 

44  The  Woman,  Mary  Toft,  from  whom  I 
44  had  taken  it,  feemed  much  concern'd  at 
44  what  I  laid,  and  cry’d.  I  ask’d  her  the 
44  Reafon  of  herCrying,  to  which  fhegave  me 
44  no  Anfwer;  but  the  Women  about  her  faid, 
44  it  was  becaufe  fhe  fuppofed  I  thought  her  a 
u  Cheat. 

Upon 
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Upon  this,  Sir  Richard ,  fufpe  fling  the  Frauds 
fays,  that  he  call’d  for  a  Hog*s  Bladder,  which 
it  feenis  they  had  ready,  and  which  added 
to  his  Jealoufy  •  he  tells  us  too,  that  he  com® 
pared  them,  and  that  they  were  alike,  and 
bad  both  the  fame  urinous  Smell  5  he  alfo 
informs  us,  that  Mr.  John  Howard  and  Mr, 
St.  Andre  bid  him  have  Patience,  and  he 
fhou’d  be  fatisfied  3  but  it  feems,  Mr.  Sr.  Andre 
con’d  not  then  help  owning,  “  That  had  he 
64  not  aflually  delivered  the  Woman  of  Part 
44  of  a  Rabbit  from  the  Uterus  itfelf,  this  Cir- 
u  cumftance  would  alfo  have  induced  him  to 
Jpdieve  the  whole  a  Fraud.” 

But  we  fee, that notwithftandingtheDifcovery 
of  the  fouling  in  of  the  Pieceof  Bladder  into  the 
Vagina ,  our  Anatomift  never  pretends. to  fufpefl 
the  Cheat  any  more  either  at  Guilford  or  London , 
Till  other  People  found  it  out  for  him  3  but  af¬ 
ter  this  Affair  of  the  Biadder,  he  publifhes  his 
Narrative,  and  Varni/hes  over  that  Cir  cum  ft  a  nee 
in  the  bed  Manner  he  is  able,  tho*  Sir  Richard 
told  him  at  Guilford ,  44  that  he  was  convinced, 
44  the  Piece  of  Bladder  was  artfully  conveyed 
t4  into  the  Vagina.  Then  Sir  Richard  farther  tells 
“  us,  that  warm  Difputes  arofe  amongft  them, 
“  and  that  Mr.  Sr.  Andre  urged,  that  the  De~ 
u  livery  of  the  Bladder  was  not  more  fur- 
“  prifing  than  his  taking  a  Rabbet  from  the 
“  Uterus  3  and  our  Narrative  Writer  after  all 
the  Difputes  at  Guilford ,  would  have  the 
Piece  of  Bladder  pafs  for  a  Membrane  of  the 
Via  cent  a  ^  without  taking  the  lead  Notice  in 
his  Narrative  of  Sir  Richard  Manningham ’s 
and  Dr.  ILamfs  Suspicions  3  but  goes  on  far¬ 
ther  to  tell  us,  u  that  flic  was  a  fecond  Time 
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“  disburdened  of  a  Membrane  in  Structure* 
cc  Shape,  and  Size  like  the  former. 

The  Probity  and  Veracity  of  this  Affair  may 
be  a  little  more  clear’d  up  by  Dr.  Hamfs  Ad- 
vertifement  of  the  i3thlnftant. 

Whereas  Mr,  St.  Andre  in  his  Narrative  lately 
publijJjed  of  an  extraordinary  Delivery  of  Rabbets , 
has  made  ufe  of  my  Name  :  I  do  hereby  declare  that 
this  has  been  done  'without  my  Knowledge  and  Con - 
fent  }  which  I  never  jhould  nave  given  in  a  Matter , 
the  Truth  of  which  I  did  not  believe . 

London,  Dec.  13,  ijz6.  J.Hamp,  M.  D. 

Our  Author  concludes  his  Narrative  with 
his  hearty  Endeavours  to  afperfe  Mr.  Abler  s, 
who  as  well  as  Dr,  Hamp  and  Sir  Richard  Man * 
ningham  (to  his  Knowledge,)  had  fufpefited  the 
Fraud  even  at  Guilford  •  and  for  fear  Mr.  Ahlers 
fhould  be  believ’d,  in  blafting  the  Credit  of 
the  Impoflure,  or  for  fame  other  Fveafon  beft 
known  to  himfelf,  he  publifhes  the  Affidavits 
of  the  two  Howards ,  of  the  Patient  Mary  Toft , 
and  of  1  other  Women :  But  as  that  Gentleman 
has  fully  anfwered  them  in  his  Preface  and 
Book,  and  has  gone  a  good  Way  towards 
explaining  both  Mr.  Howard's  and  Mr.  St. 
Andres  ConduCt  in  this  pretended  Delivery, 
and  in  the  producing  the  Affidavits  abovemen - 
tion’d,  he  has  left  me  thelefs  to  fay  upon  thefe 
extraordinary  Proceedings. 

i  could  have  enlarged  more  upon  the  Ana¬ 
tomical  Part  of  our  Author's  Book  •  but  as  I 
found  he  had  taken  Pains  to  mifrep refen t  mod 
of  the  Parts  of  his  pretended  preternatural 
Rabbets,  I  mud  have  been  under  the  Necefiity 
of  contradicting  him  aimed  in  every  Para¬ 
graph  5  therefore  I  only  chofe  to  (ingle  out  the 
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moft  material  Miftakes  j  not  doubting  but  fome 
others  of  the  Profeilion  will  contribute  their 
Affiftance  to  expofe  our  Author’s  Ignorance  in 
Anatomy,  or  any  other  Motive  that  might 
have  induced  him  to  reprefent  FaSts  in  the 
Manner  he  has  done  in  the  Narrative. 

But  after  all,  if  the  Author  of  the  Narrative 
ihould  be  really  fincere  in  his  intended  Recan¬ 
tation,  (the  coming  out  of  which  I  own  I 
have  fome  Reafdn  to  doubt)  I  aifure  him  io- 
lemnly,  that  I  will  affift  him,  as  Leifure  may 
permit,  with  my  Advice  gratis ,  that  he  may 
perfect  the  fame  to  the  SaiisfaSion  of  all  Par¬ 
ties.  And  in  the  mean  time,  I  Aral!  have  the 
Charity  to  believe,  that  he  is  capable  of  fome 
fort  of  Reformation ;  and  fhall  be  very  loth  to 
think,  like  a  prejudiced  Per fon,  ,  that  his  De¬ 
positions  Publifh’d  in  the  Gazette  of  Feb.  23.  1724, 
and  in  the  Daily  Pofi  of  the  4th  of  March  fol¬ 
lowing,  are  of  a  Piece  with  his  Extraordinary 
Narrative  of  the  DELIVERY  of  the  Rabbets. 

FINIS . 


P.  S'.  I  believe  it  will  not  be  amifs  for  Mr. 
St.  Andre  to  give  his  Reafons,  in  his  next  Book, 
for  refufing  to  admit  Mr.  Gifford ,  my  felf,  and 
feveral  of  the  Profeilion,  to  the  pretended  La- 
hour  of  his  Patient  Mary  Toft . 

Advenifement  on  the  Back  of  the  Title  Page 
of  Mr.  St.  Andre's  Narrative ,  viz,. 

The  Account  of  the  Delivery  of  the  Eighteenth 
Rabbet  fhall  be  published  by  way  of  Appendix  to  this 
Account .  4 


